First Contact: Champlain & First Nations
—Bias & point of view

New social studies resource wins

International Gold Media Award
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VANCOUVER, B.C.

First Contact, a new, award-winning
interactive web site and companion
CD-ROM, explores Samuel de
Champlain’s encounters with First
Nations culture. Enthusiastic reviews
from B.C. teachers and Grade 9
students reflect First Contact’s wide
appeal to multiple learning styles.
Highly engaging and interactive,

it “helps students develop critical
thinking skills” in interpreting
history, bias, and point of view, and
“it ensures success for all kinds of
learners.”

The highlight of the First Contact
web site, for schools and homes
with broadband connections, is an
online authoring system powered
by MovieStudio and WebCollecter.
Users create web-based documentary
movies online, combining still
images, animations, film clips,
music, sound effects, and narration.
MovieStudio’s text-to-speech soft-
ware converts a student’s written
commentary into voice-over
narration (also available in French).
“It’s very simple to use. Just drag
and drop.” The resulting movie can

be e-mailed to others for sharing

or debating, or to teachers for
assessment. Nothing sits on the

user’s computer. It all happens
online. This self-paced, constructivist
approach to learning results in
“web-docs” that are paperless

but allow for accountability and
interpersonal sharing.

Both the First Contact web site
and CD-ROM offer rich-media
timelines, maps, animated movie
“interviews” contrasting European
attitudes with First Nations
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perspectives, an extensive Resource
Centre with links to sources of
historical evidence, and stimulating
learning activities in a Learning
Centre. During beta-testing, students
said, “This is much more interesting
and fun than reading a textbook...
and you learn a lot.” Teachers

found it “very comprehensive and
informative...a rich research tool.”
(Schools without high-speed Internet
access will not be able to make the
online movies. However, the CD-
ROM provides everything else, apart
from the authoring tools, found on
the web site.)

Kelly Hawbolt, a social studies
teacher at Magee Secondary School,
in Vancouver, recently introduced
First Contact to her Grade 9 class.
The students were oriented to

the web site in class. Given their
own passwords, they were able to
continue working on their movies
from their home computers as
homework. The students then
e-mailed their creations to Hawbolt
for assessment.

Said Hawbolt, ‘7 have been teaching
soctal studies since 1991. Grade 9
students find it very difficult to connect
with the early Canadian history. Every
year, I struggle to find ways to make it
meaningful and interesting.

“This year, I tried the First Contact
web site. It is informative, interactive,
and fun. The students found it easy to
use and interesting...It really tapped
into their creativity.

After they completed the document-
aries, I found they had a much greater
understanding of Champlain and

the First Nations. The students were

much more aware of the foundation of
Canada, the fur trade, and the cultural

clashes that occurred. I was very
impressed by the documentaries they
produced, and they were quite proud
of their accomplishments.”

Production of First Contact was
financed by Telefilm’s Canada New
Media Fund, the Canada-TELUS
Learning New Media Fund, Heritage
Canada’s Canadian Studies, and
Monro Communications.

To ensure excellence in the First
Nations content, Monro is working
with Frank Lavalley, executive
director for the Algonquins of
Pikwakangan, the First Nations
content advisor and technology
consultant. Lavalley says, “First
Contact’s MovieStudio gives young
people a real voice in telling their
stories.”

First Contact is appropriate for First
Nations studies and French. The user
can choose to launch Movie Studio
in either French or English.

Now receiving international
attention, Monro Communications’
First Contact interactive web site
won the Gold Award at the 2005
World Media Festival in Hamburg,
Germany. James Monro, president
of Monro Communications, is
“delighted to receive international
recognition for the effectiveness

of our online authoring tool.

We created the Movie Studio to
maximize the creative potential of
all students within all levels of the
education system.”

Monro Communications is
also developing a MovieStudio
customized prototype with
the George Lucas Educational
Foundation on Project Based
Learning,

B.C. Social Studies Teachers’ Association Newsletter, June 2005

To use the web site, you must
have Shockwave and Quicktime
downloaded on your computer.
To see an example of a student-
made movie, go to “Portfolio”
at www. monroco.com.

To review the First Contact web
site and have a walk-through
demonstration, contact

liz. walker@monroco.com.




