Voices of Pikw"kanagan

A proposal for re-awakening our language

Within the contextof ObespracticesO0mproposing,and committedto, usinga new online technologyto
shareour storiesin our own words, to re-awakenand reclaim our languageand to showcaselocal
communityandfamily history. This leadingedge,web-basedechnologyallows the userto createmovies
completelyonline that combinevideo, historicalimages,soundeffects,musicanda text-to speechunction
that converts written commentary into voicebover narration.

| believethisis thefirst time in 400yearsthatanintroducedtechnologycanbenefitFirst NationsPeoples
in a purely positive context. For example,the first introducedtechnologywas sailing ships, bringing

soldiersand settlers followed by othertechnologiedike gunsand steamenginesandresidentialschools.
Make no mistakethat the residentialschoolwas a technology.Our practicewas mentoringby eldersand

families on a very personal basis.

The bestpracticesconceptfor First Nation languagesacceptsthat Aboriginal languageshave an oral
tradition for learningand a pictorial tradition for conceptualizinga knowledge-transfebegunat birth
never-endingvithin the family/community. This modelhasbeenat risk anddeterioratingfor 100 yearsbut,
now, thereis a realistic opportunityto incorporateadvancedweb-enabledechnologyto re-awakenthe

languages through First Nations Voices and Images.
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This online movie-makingtechnologyincorporatesacceptedestpracticesasrecommendedy
The First Nations Confederacy of Cultural Education Centres:

Static language banks become usable interactive tools

Expands on dictionaries and lexicons

Adopts the OLanguage Nesting ModelO initiated by the Maori in New Zealand
Adaptable in content and challenge level to give all users a satisfying experience
Involves all ages within a community at a personal level

Constructivist approach ensures success for all kinds of learners
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The onlinemovie-makingtechnologyusesandexpandsipondictionariesandrecordedvordsand
phraseghat have beenObankedfy many communitiesWhile a dictionary is the first stepin
languageaestorationmanyyoungpeoplepreferto go onlineratherthanreada book.! This is why
this new tool is so powerful Bit is a dynamicway of usingoneOsanguagewith historical and
contemporary images from the community to tell personal stories.

Startingin daycarethrough elementaryand secondaryschoolon up to adult interaction,the
MovieStudioWebsitemodelis adaptablen both contentand challengelevel to give all ages
satisfying experiences.

The simplicity of this tool BOjustirag and drop8b respectsthe technologicalabilities of all
studentsMore time is spentimmediatelyOdoing@anin figuring out how the programworks.
This user-friendly designalso ensuresteachers parentsand elders can easily embracethe
technology.

This leading edge technologywas recently recognizedby the British Columbia TeachersO
Associationwith the Innovatorof the Year2006 Award. Thisis thefirst time a companyandnota
teacher, has been presented with this award.

Consistenwith constructivistapproacheso learning,the final outcomeof creatingoneOswn
personalmovie (completewith contemporaryvideo clips or historical images,First nation
Language(s)soundeffects,musicandnarration)ensuressuccessgor all kinds of learnersUsers
Ovoicefeir viewpointswith a text-to-speecliunction that convertsthe userOwritten wordsto
voice-over narration. These user-created movies are proudly e-mailed to others via secure URL.

The ability to email a user-creatednovie is animportantaspectof the overall life-long learning
program.Recentresearctshowsthatonline consumersvantto accessligitized contentonline to
integrate, personalizeand share media.Studieshaveshown60% of web contentis producedoy
ordinary citizensand as well, thereare 10-12 million Omillennials@eens)who Oremix®ther
material from Web content. This is how they are already spending their time.

The MovieStudiotool engageshemwheretheywantto be. And, becausat existsonly online, it

is accessibldy studentsanytime,anywherethereis high-speednternet.If usersdo not havea
computerat home,they canstill accessheir own personaimovie-makingfile from any computer
any where; a library, community centre, school or internet cafZ.

Many First Nationscommunitiedike Pikw"kanag ndo not havetheir own schoolsandteachers.
The Voicesof Algonquin model doesnot rely on teachersbut on Ospeakers(he contentis
completelycontrolled,updatedand administeredy the communitythusremainingavailableand



usable beyond the tenure of teachers that inevitably move on to other locations.

Unlike iMovie and other desktopmovie editing applicationswherethe files are storedon the
userObarddrive, Voicesof the Algonquincontentandtools arecompletelyserver-basedNothing
is everdownloadedo the userOsomputer This givesthe contentowner completecontrol over
content(your photos film clips, soundclips & music)andprotectsyour digital rights. Also, unlike
iMovie, the site is availableto usersfrom any computeranywherewherethereis broadband

access.

This web basedtechnologyis 24/7, is infinitely patient,a willing collaboratorandwill always
deliver knowledge upon request.

It will be a history-changingdlirectionif, throughtechnologywe canputour languagéackin the
voices of our people.

Executive Director of Southern First Nations Secretariat
flavalley@sfns.on.ca
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