
Voices of Pikwˆkanagan

A proposal for re-awakening our language

Within the context of Ôbest practicesÕ, IÕm proposing, and committed to, using a new online technology to
share our stories in our own words, to re-awaken and reclaim our language and to showcase local
community and family history. This leading edge, web-based technology allows the user to create movies
completely online that combine video, historical images, sound effects, music and a text-to speech function
that converts written commentary into voiceÐover narration.

I believe this is the first time in 400 years that an introduced technology can benefit First Nations Peoples
in a purely positive context.  For example, the first introduced technology was sailing ships, bringing
soldiers and settlers, followed by other technologies like guns and steam engines and residential schools.
Make no mistake that the residential school was a technology. Our practice was mentoring by elders and
families on a very personal basis.

The best practices concept for First Nation languages accepts that Aboriginal languages have an oral
tradition for learning and a pictorial tradition for conceptualizing, a knowledge-transfer begun at birth
never-ending within the family/community. This model has been at risk and deteriorating for 100 years but,
now, there is a realistic opportunity to incorporate advanced web-enabled technology to re-awaken the
languages through First Nations Voices and Images.



This online movie-making technology incorporates accepted best practices as recommended by
The First Nations Confederacy of Cultural Education Centres:

¥ Static language banks become usable interactive tools
¥ Expands on dictionaries and lexicons
¥ Adopts the ÔLanguage Nesting ModelÕ initiated by the Maori in New Zealand
¥ Adaptable in content and challenge level to give all users a satisfying experience
¥ Involves all ages within a community at a personal level
¥ Constructivist approach ensures success for all kinds of learners

The online movie-making technology uses and expands upon dictionaries and recorded words and
phrases that have been ÔbankedÕ by many communities While a dictionary is the first step in
language restoration, many young people prefer to go online rather than read a book.! This is why
this new tool is so powerful Ð it is a dynamic way of using oneÕs language with historical and
contemporary images from the community to tell personal stories.

Starting in daycare through elementary and secondary school on up to adult interaction, the
MovieStudio Website model is adaptable in both content and challenge level to give all ages
satisfying experiences.

The simplicity of this tool ÐÔjust drag and dropÕ Ð respects the technological abilities of all
students. More time is spent immediately ÔdoingÕ than in figuring out how the program works.
This user-friendly design also ensures teachers, parents and elders can easily embrace the
technology.

This leading edge technology was recently recognized by the British Columbia TeachersÕ
Association with the Innovator of the Year 2006 Award. This is the first time a company and not a
teacher, has been presented with this award.

Consistent with constructivist approaches to learning, the final outcome of creating oneÕs own
personal movie (complete with contemporary video clips or historical images, First nation
Language(s), sound effects, music and narration) ensures success for all kinds of learners. Users
ÔvoiceÕ their viewpoints with a text-to-speech function that converts the userÕs written words to
voice-over narration. These user-created movies are proudly e-mailed to others via secure URL.

The ability to email a user-created movie is an important aspect of the overall life-long learning
program. Recent research shows that online consumers want to access digitized content online to
integrate, personalize and share media. Studies have shown 60% of web content is produced by
ordinary citizens and as well, there are 10-12 million ÔmillennialsÕ (teens) who ÔremixÕ other
material from Web content. This is how they are already spending their time.

The MovieStudio tool engages them where they want to be. And, because it exists only online, it
is accessible by students anytime, anywhere there is high-speed internet. If users do not have a
computer at home, they can still access their own personal movie-making file from any computer
any where; a library, community centre, school or internet cafŽ.

Many First Nations communities like Pikwˆkanagˆn do not have their own schools and teachers.
The Voices of Algonquin model does not rely on teachers but on ÔspeakersÕ.  The content is
completely controlled, updated and administered by the community thus remaining available and



usable beyond the tenure of teachers that inevitably move on to other locations.

Unlike iMovie and other desktop movie editing applications where the files are stored on the
userÕs hard drive, Voices of the Algonquin content and tools are completely server-based. Nothing
is ever downloaded to the userÕs computer. This gives the content owner complete control over
content (your photos, film clips, sound clips & music) and protects your digital rights. Also, unlike
iMovie, the site is available to users from any computer anywhere where there is broadband
access.

This web based technology is 24/7, is infinitely patient, a willing collaborator and will always
deliver knowledge upon request.

It will be a history-changing direction if, through technology, we can put our language back in the
voices of our people.
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